Call for Papers:
IRISH NATIONAL IDENTITY AT HOME AND ABROAD

Papers are invited for an interdisciplinary symposium on Irish National Identity to be
held in Dublin

Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th May 2022

Key-note speakers: John Coakley (University College Dublin); Katy Hayward
(Queen’s University Belfast); Mary Gilmartin (Maynooth University); Oisin Keohane
(University of Dundee)

(Deadline extended - abstracts due: Monday 18th April 2022)

This symposium will explore the nature of Irish nationalism and Irish identity,as Ireland
enters into its second century as an independent nation. It will provide a forum to facilitate
discussions on the evolving shape of nationalism in Ireland post-Brexit, senses of national
identity in light of developing independent relations with Europe, and the impact of
immigration and emigration in the development of hybrid national identities. The aim is to
bring together researchers from across the social sciences to share diverse perspectives on
both nationalism and ‘Irishness’. By transcending disciplinary boundaries, not only will new
light be shed on existing research, but new areas of research will also be found in the
overlaps and spaces between various disciplinary standpoints.

The symposium will address questions including: What are and have been the
philosophical/sociological/historical underpinnings of nationalism, and how have they been
mobilised in relation to Irishness? What is Irish nationalism in the 215 century? How has Irish
nationalism been impacted by both immigration to Ireland and by the changing nature of
emigration from Ireland? How well does Ireland live up to its claim to be the home of céad
mile failte, given its poor human rights record in direct provision centres? What are the
differences in Irish nationalism expression at home and by Irish migrant communities
abroad? What does the border with Northern Ireland mean for Irish nationalism post-Brexit?
How does one become ‘Irish’? Is modern Ireland defined by leaving behind Irish nationalism
towards a cosmopolitan sense of self or can we speak of something like an Irish
internationalism? Through these and related conversations we aim to build an
interdisciplinary network of researchers interested in the multifaceted nature of nationalism in
an Irish context.

We welcome proposals on any topic related to Irish nationalism and Irish identity, we are
particularly interested in proposals that take an imaginative approach to the conference
theme. Potential topics could include (but are not limited to) the changing nature of:

Nationalism

Theories of National identity
Irish identity

Immigration to Ireland
Emigration from Ireland



Home, belonging, community

Exclusion, isolation, exile

Citizenship, integration, agency

Borders, boundaries, and frontier zones

Conceptions of ‘Irishness’ post-Brexit

Ireland’s position in Europe

Hybrid identities

Practicing cultural identities (through language / sport / the arts, etc.)

Abstracts of 300 words should be submitted to irishnationalism2022@gmail.com no later
than Monday 18th April. Conference contributions are welcome in a range of formats:

e Standard conference papers (20 minutes)
e Thematic panel sessions of 3-4 speakers
e Posters and visual presentations

Committee: Arlene Crampsie (UCD School of Geography); Lisa Foran (UCD School of
Philosophy); Jennifer Todd (UCD School of Politics & International Relations); larfhlaith
Watson (UCD School of Sociology)
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